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@StPancrasInt / @illustrationHQ 
	
	

Quentin Blake launches House of Illustration 
partnership with  St Pancras  

  
Roald Dahl illustrator and House of Illustration gallery founder, Sir Quentin Blake , today launched a summer 
of free illustration events at St Pancras International, with a one-off live drawing in the station. 
 
House of Illustration, the UK’s only public gallery devoted to illustration, and St Pancras, hope that together 
they can inspire commuters and visitors to start a creative journey of their own through a programme of free 
events including BFG illustration classes and an expert Q&A with Children’s Laureate Chris Riddell.  
 
The partnership coincides with the neighbouring launch of House of Illustration’s summer exhibition, The BFG 
in Pictures , featuring never-before-seen illustrations from Quentin Blake which were not included in Roald 
Dahl’s successful children’s book. A feature length adaption of The BFG is due to be released in cinemas in 
July this year which also marks the centenary of Roald Dahl’s birth. 
  
A framed copy of Quentin Blake’s sketch will go on to hang in the station to celebrate the coming together of 
two much-loved London landmarks through this initiative. Throughout the summer St Pancras retailers will also 
join in the celebrations; food and beverage outlets will encourage diners to get creative with free sketch pads 
and pencils, while in-store ranges from The Pen Shop, Hatchards  and Paperchase  will feature sketching 
essentials for beginners and seasoned artists alike. 
	
Colin Mckenzie, Director, House of Illustration says : “There is no other public gallery in the world dedicated 
to the art of illustration, and no station that compares to St Pancras, therefore the partnership is a natural 
coming together of two unique London locations. Quentin Blake was delighted at the opportunity to extend The 
BFG in Pictures  exhibition beyond our gallery walls and into the stunning architecture of St Pancras.” 
 
Wendy Spinks, Commercial Director, HS1 Ltd (owners of St Pancras International) comments : “St 
Pancras International is immensely proud to host the iconic illustrations of Quentin Blake and to play a part in 
the centenary celebrations of Roald Dahl. Our exclusive series of classes and talks in partnership with House 
of Illustration have been created to spark inspiration and hopefully set visitors on a creative journey of their 
own this summer.” 
-- 
 

House of Illustration at St Pancras In ternational programme of events:  
 
ChildrenÕs BFG illustration classes  
When:  Saturday 16 July, Saturday 13 August, Saturday 10 September – 10am-12pm 
Where:  The Betjeman Arms, St Pancras International  
Tickets:  Free, tickets available via Eventbrite 
 
Start a creative journey and get inspired with this series of children’s illustration lessons inspired by Quentin 
Blake’s drawings for Roald Dahl’s The BFG. Suitable for ages 5+ and ideal for any budding drawers, each one-
off workshop will be led by professional illustrators from House of Illustration. The free classes will give a 



fantastic introduction to the practice and will explore a variety of styles and disciplines, before giving attendees 
the chance to create their very own giant. 
 
The Betjeman Arms will be offering a 10% discount on all family meals purchased on the day of each class 
with sketchpads and pencils provided for diners wanting to put their new-found skills into practice. 
 
The events are pre-book only with availability on a first come, first served basis. 
 
Q&A with C hildrenÕs Laureate Chris Riddell  and Illustrator  Posy Simmonds  
When:  Thursday 21 July – 6.00-7.00pm 
Where:  The Betjeman Statue, St Pancras International Grand Terrace 
Tickets:  Free, tickets available via Eventbrite 
 
Hugely popular children’s laureate, Chris Riddell, is the first illustrator in history to win the CILIP Kate 
Greenaway medal three times for his illustrations, most recently for Neil Gaiman’s retelling of the Sleeping 
Beauty fairy tale, The Sleeper and the Spindle.  Award-winning Guardian cartoonist and illustrator Posy 
Simmonds will play host in this exclusive Q&A evening held in the stunning surrounds of St Pancras 
International.  
 
Chris Riddell is known especially for his distinctive line drawings with their clever caricature, fascinating detail 
and often enchanting fantasy elements. His solo work includes the Goth Girl series, the Ottoline series and the 
picture books The Emperor of Absurdia and Alienography with the former winning the Costa Children's Book 
Award in 2013. Posy Simmonds’s work includes the graphic novels Gemma Bovery and Tamara Drewe which 
were originally published as comic strips in the Guardian and which have both have been made into feature 
films. 
 
Chris and Posy’s latest works are available to buy at Hatchards bookshop in St Pancras for those inspired to 
start their own creative journeys following the event. 
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Notes to Editors  
 
For further information about St Pancras International contact the Blue Rubicon team on 020 7260 2700 or email 
stpancras@bluerubicon.com 
 
For all information, images and interview requests about The BFG in Pictures at House of Illustration please contact:  
Charlotte Sidwell at Brunswick Arts csidwell@Brunswickgroup.com/020 7396 7435 
Lucy Plaskett at House of Illustration lucy.plaskett@houseofillustration.org.uk/ 020 3696 2022. 
 
About St Pancras International Station:  
 
Designed by William Barlow, St Pancras International originally opened in 1868 and for its time was an engineering marvel - it was the 
largest enclosed space in the world and provided the grandest entrance into London. The station has become a destination in its own 
right, boasting more shops than any other railway station, its own fresh produce market, the longest Champagne Bar in Europe and a 
Gastro Pub. This year will see St Pancras International’s retail offering develop with a number of significant new store openings 
including products in technology, fashion and food & beverage. St Pancras International launched the StP London app in January 2015, 
providing users with exclusive retail offers, travel updates and historical information as well as details on in-station events. The app can 
be downloaded via iTunes or the Google Play Store. @StPancrasInt 
 
About House of Illustration:  
 
House of Illustration is the UK’s only public gallery and education space dedicated solely to illustration, with a creative programme of 
exhibitions, talks and events. Founded by Sir Quentin Blake it opened in July 2014 at the heart of London’s King’s Cross regeneration 
area. It is the place to enjoy illustration in all its forms; from picture books to political cartoons, advertisements to animation and 
scientific drawings to fashion design. A registered charity, House of Illustration identifies and promotes new illustration talent, 
commissions new work and has a dynamic learning programme for people of all ages. houseofillustration.org.uk. @illustrationHQ 


